| 


a 





ANNUAL REPORT 
FINANCES 


TOWN OF PITTSFIELD, 

3 , 
FROM MARCH 1, 1877, TO MARCH 1, 1878; 
ANNUAL REPORT | 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEES. 





PITTSFIELD, N. H.: 
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_ University of 





GEO. GOSSMAN, 


Dealer in 


FOREIGN, DOMESTIC, 
Dry and Fancy Goods, 


SILKS, SHAWLS AND TRIM- 
MINGS of all kinds. 


CORSETS AND GLOVES. 


Under Washington Hotel, PITTSFIELD, N.H. 
THE STANDARD BROILER. 


PaTENTED APRIL 10, 1877. 

jes simplest and best arti- 
cle for Cooking Beef- 

steak ever invented. 





,Can be used over either a 
Coal or Wood fire. 


Cooks Stenk so quickly 
that all the juices and flavor 
are retained. 


OFs not get ashes or 
coal on the meat 
ors not let smoke and gas 
out of the stove. 
OES not pu* out the fire. 


Ask your Dealer for the 
STANDA:.D BROILER, 
J it is just‘what you want 
<3 The ‘rade supplied by 
FuLtuer, Dana & Fitz, 110 
North St., Boston, and Wi1- 
LiaAMs & Co. Gj Nashua, N.H. 


MANUFACTURED B 
D. ARTHUR BROWN & €0., Fisherville, N. H. 


For sale by CHAS. M. BAILEY, 
Pittsfield, N: H. 


Go to LAWRENCE & CO’S 


NEW DINING SALOON, 


STREET, 


& ua » 








MAIN PITTSFIELD, 
‘lo get a good square meal at all times. 


ALSO 


OYSTERS, CLAMS, 
CIGARS, 


Confectionery, Jellies, Canned Goods 
bacco—all of the best kind. 


and 


To- - 


New Hampshire 


Library 


H. A. TUTTLE & CO., 


DEALERS IN 


Ready-Made Clothing, 


CLOTHS, TRIMMINGS, 


Hats, Caps, Furs, and Gent’s Furnishing Goods. 


GARMENTS MADE TO ORDER. 


Tuttle’s Building, 
PITTSFIELD, N. 


Main Street. 
= 





| ; BUY THE 


WHITE 


A NEW 


SE Wi 
Machine 


soid 


























discount 


to introduce them. 
for circulars. 
risk our reputation upon their merits. 

for all Machines, 5) cents a dozen by mail. 


Write 
We 
Need'es 


The best in the world. 
Warranted for three years. 


8@- All kinds of Machines on hand, 


GEORGE’ W. DREW'S AGENCY, 


CONCORD, N. H. 


| 
H. W. OSGOOD. 
FURNITUR 





CHAMBER SETS, 
BED LOUNGES, 
EXTENSION TABLES, 
~ PARLOR SUITS, 
MIRRORS, &e. 


FURNITURE _REPAIRED. 


PITTSFIELD. 
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In compliance with the law, the following Report of the Treas- 
urer of the Town of Pittsfield, for the fiscal year ending March 
1, 1878, is respectfully submitted. 


v 





RECEIPTS. 

Balance from town treasurer of 1876.............. ..... $1,674 75 
From Samuel Brooks, to restore right of suffrage... 4 00 
Francis Peaslee, collector for year 1875....... 615 78 
Oy 3 - & 1G geen 4,742 82 
David L. Green, as TS Gone ss) 19,231 94 
Francis W. Blake, ‘“ 16 LSZ5: ccc 29 43 
James M. Drew and others, for use of town hall 101 95 
Arthur Deering, on execution...... 4, Oe PORE 33 00 
Merrimack county, for support of poor........ 1,150 66 
State treasurer, savings bank tax..... ......... 1,645 10 
Sf Pe Hveraryitund.:.. 3... gee ves) coe 1389 75 
i é PALI UEA UES 1055 «os gas cate oye 1 02 
4 . LSUNRINGGs HEX sone ceases. s 7 50 
B. G. Carsons, guardian for L. J. Munsey ... 20 67 
ITCUSH Ome LiCONS@t oss aeeee seat a encase. epee 5 00 

Sale of town of Pittsfield bonds and accrued 
INGETESIGON SANG ears ice. cook eee ieac ne nett apeus 41,602 16 
Various persons on town notes ..............06 16,993 00 
$87,976 53 

EXPENDITURES. 

Paid notes, interest and endorsements......-........... $64,110 78 
Interest on town of Pittsfield bonds... ........... 1,987 50 
state: Treasurer, state: taxtents.c,3 .<akereees-- asenea ess 2,088 00 
County Treasurer, county tax ........... .sseseeeee 1,982 56 


$70,168 84 
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FIRE DISTRICT. 


Paid W. H. Berry, treasurer 
‘ N.S. Drake, 


SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. 


District No. 1, Russell A. Hodgdon .................. 
2, Charles B,Prescott......».-gueanpeecas 

8, Dudley. B. S. Adams-....../.5eeuss-2e0 

4, Charles H.W estons cs... .cc, coheed 

Db widgar LIGair.. nqmametes 3s <r ubee + 

6; Joseph Harvey... areas. ce) cate 

7, Jonathan P. Jones............ ee a. 

8, Reuben T. Leavitt, jr............... .. 

9, Joseph G..| Morrill... hceeent. cum ths 

10s ohn Ee Watson: sick, -<.eeeeeee ey doe 

Charles Roberts, Barnstead s....s: ...c6++-ccsueeiieesces 
Joy De PBrOWN , CHICHCSCOP rs cus oavcuyaadcnateeaene th vil 


ABATEMENTS. 


Paid abatements on Francis W. Blake’s list, 1873 


Francis Peaslee’s list, 1875..... 
Me iS: fe CMI TO Lee 
David L. Green’s ‘* 1877.... 


CURRENT EXPENSES. 


Paid S. H. French, services issuing bonds.......... 


ay ts USC: OFSCLAPEN . iis. Jase Wes. shay 
D. K. Foster, school Dooks.........0.0...000 se eee oe 
John C. Cashman, printing...... 6 Ea ae OE 
G. F. Green, damage to ee ERAN sek ite 
Gc W Roby; per bie I alll, 
D. S. Green, wood for office...... sea eS ae 


ee COO FeO ee see ee SHH HES 


see eer re seee ieee ee see er* sees 


seer 


te $215 67 
es 2,000 00 





$2,215 67 


Hy) 


Paid Temple & Farrington, books ...........0....65 sseceeees 


E. Jenkins, stamps...... reel co:  ORERTOOU AIMEE wp ONS cs ce 
HA. Tuttle, Marland safe .i2.-)::.:.cceee-. site toca A 
Deb. Neale. Co. printings: seer... ws elukns 
F. a Berry, as peril Jeemmee iia tea! Ee 
‘su use: Of ‘watering PUD i. si.urt a. ah li ece es 
J. ‘e Walker, wood for hall. ea eee eters Tt ag 
William S. Jones, watching at fire..... .............. 
Moses Brown, use of watering tub...... ..... 0.0.00... 
©. MeBailey, as persbull eta AR. Mees ecci ib. 
Avaimowlers legaladvice). is'!s.0, Mou nieeces es p23 .008 
B. W. Sanborn, blank book...... ..... Ss ELL RG 
A. Whittemore, jr., execution...... he Ag Be beyhas ted 
Geo. E. Mathews, bricking in safe...... Rees. ites ¢ 
J. W. Paige, bounty on hawk............ ae Wait 
C. C. Pearson & Co., school reports ................. 
R. T. Leavitt, jr., damage to wagon .......6....0000 
Solomon Clark, bounty on foxes and hawks........ 
D. K. Foster, school books...... fg lly 
J. M. Perry and others, bounty on foxes and hawks 
Lydia Brock, damage to wWagon..............cs00.-e0es 
C. W. Green, damage to wagon.,..............0-seees 
F. W. Blake, school house tax district No. 1 ..... 
A. Whittemore, jr., expense of commissioners, 
&c., laying out new highway ..... ..... ..... ate» 
A. G. H. Ring, setting glass in town hall .......... 
D. B. S. Adams, school house tax district No. 3... 
SET RODUHOU, (8S. DCEEOULE 2.6.5... c0-. heen oidss oo tate 
Marden, use of watering tub...................0506 
a CHills aeaner bills... ...-4e +e. 5 Re ehhh 
W. Sanborn, check list ...... Cy eae 
C. Lund, surveying for bridge and plan......... 
Harvey, use of watering tub..... ............ 2000 
W. Dinsmore, as per bill...... Pet: Pel nda aie 
. L. Green, school house tax in district No. 2... 
J. Carson, damage to sleigh................0seeees 
C. Foss, use of watering tub...... .......0.06-se00 
mes M. Drew, janitor of town hall................. 
KE. C. Sanderson, damage to carriage..............++. 
A.J. Pillsbury, use of watering tub.................. 


aSUODONAWUD 


Paid N. 8S. Drake, land damage OY AD? «5 all dois « St $10 00 
John Berry, ‘“ Te Poe RR et 5 1 ake 9 00 
JD. Prigeon meee apaelien: Bee ats eyed lath anerd 25 00 
D. W. C. Scates, sorting and filing papers ......... 10 00 
S. He Sargent, as per tills... cpt reesp- verte agae 4 22 
F. B. Berry, use of watering tub ...... ie ae anew eee ss 3 00 
i.) We Clark;as per ibillag: ost. soeeeaee per retiee. 28 62 00 
S.0A Hill land (damage i. 3 ict. teers a 35 00 
1’... B Fucker, Salamanda gate +... aie ssw shies tts 25 00 
Jobn P. Watson, horse hire .. i ee 3 00 
Estate of Moses Brown, use of watering cH eee 2 00 
D. K. Foster,as per pill" wiee.vee-: + oh -< 09 t tie Sednk 9 50 

a “to” sChoolbOoks raeinc set’. Mi yteien ene sty 7 78 
Isaiah Berry, as per bill...... ewe se ae Bs am seat 7 80 
Daniel Ty Neal’& Co. sprinting. = ..5.\...seycees> smisee es) 
J. E. Shaw, horse hire...... Sia s MED EES reT hn o's e's ig & nf 26 00 
John A. Walker, use of watering tub ............... 3 00 

$937 57 
DAMAGE BY DOGS. 

Paid Bike Clark... . cue amcscedee. sabe: Genetica. 05:4: $4 00 
a Re. Walker, year RE SG Ress gis hv MOREE. sees aes. 14 00 
Isaac S. Carr..... RRS Petes ot eee eae ne hodee, o%5 00 
D. sii Neroen se eee eee Renny «ae eae 40 3 00 
Fe WHEY Pe Actions ose coe tes ees Bs Aes 8 00 
Dt ate. ete dele tceke ones, nee oe 3 00 
Ue SOM T=) a i ae WM Gears - cgad ones 20 00 
J. A. Walker...... Le cabanas tips tech am cet ea 7 50 

$64 50 

REPAIRING HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 

District’ .No..2,.paid A/deXoungy). Cewek. .s6h ne $132 50 

2, Charles.Sanborn (a... -2.y cs 5. Scie 70 00 
S590 Ringagis. Haye sie ee. dei the 44 52 
4, J.B. Ring.: Sees i naee oWisleee se ewe seesseus eee 21 00 
Sy Russell Hododon Mise citesgvess «ent ae ast 42 00 





District eno. 6, JOnMm OMith..,...Sceaesess oss RE $50 00 
7 UECIS: W. DONNCh ied: serie Gaede one > cesar ce 36 00 

8, William G. Rollins....... ih Aer Pee 44 00 

OG FEW lid SANGELS is. ogee tisk. + wane 30 00 

10; oseph. Marstomet, oscars ste gpte~seedas 24 90 

TT hrank, Ws Craiim:. art ee cee 80 00 

12, John P. Lang...... Revo Wee a er aa 115 00 

13, Charles HrenGhe. i902... sdeeuese. ss. <t0e 67200 

14, Charles Morrill..............-.- hort ee 36 60 

15, Brackett W. Norris...... he a 60 75 

16.and . Bid... Po) Watson eis-teiat 2s seer: 1388 90 

18.3 2G. Morrill ee eR econ 87 50 
19.Charles/D. Berryeres.. «cme. tt aust. <ee 18 25 
BOTH. BAvitt, [bvgier<: \deceee/stavtns «s 2 en ol 90 

21, Hlbridge A. Twombly jc. caves 02-20 46 28 

22, JOsePN Parksayeets..sco aes eeeee ey eas. 0% 76 00 

Onewe TB  Drakenen nt ee eee on 55 00 

Rae. G. Marstonmeeic cee) Ae gave e ec o7 85 

25, CharlesiiSargventss20e.. 22. ).t7 ta eek es 35 00 

26s OW) PYENCH.. Pavers sss Ccdeimee des sess 389 75 

O7, BO BaRings.. dancer RTE GY slo 40 00 

28, W.S. Jones...... ieee’ occ. Lee ad) sae, 139 16 

DO A ids X, OLDE, SOM: nts nce ssh a ae 337 42 

BOs Aenits GLC icschcscgkeetts! «Soa RR 90 00 

Paid Wentworth & Smith, as per pul Oy Goh dae 2 00 
J. G. Morrill, CO a RARE. TR be 11 60 
A. R. Green, ge Se wees AEE ae » 5 ae 32 00 
Lane, Adams & Co. es ot bak eee oe ate: 11 44 
J. Smith, “6 Se eR amar cee - os. cae 10 00 
A. J. Young, = Sea agree Berea i ade cue. 50 00 
F. E. Cram, ae tee eee Bae saan os ot 22 00 
E. B. Ring, CAH) eee LE 19. 50 
W. B. Hartwell, Oh SS. sels tae Me dias oe oe E87 
D. W. Brown, :s Ota hide coe <<tand coke 10 77 
R. L. French, ‘s he Saeed Oo een 6 43 
J. E. Shaw as 2 Ry Pee ROD ARE 6 50 
$2,261 89 


PAUPER EXPENSES. 
Paid John M. Tucker, overseer of poor........... 


$1,491 37 
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“BREAKING ROADS. 


District No. 1, paid A.J. YOUNG Scles «batten Coe gibaee rs ap $47 


2, ©. Ls Perkins) :-2s202aRe thee te ee vats cee Sigh sy 
a, S. Wo Ringe 2.03 aerate eres on ane 36 
4° D2 LT Green? 2... teres iaat« crore 27 
5, Russellj Hodgdon::. si-tteaeatak wits .eha 75 
6, EF. Hy Randall -ci2i.37.: 5S geeetes anti sseeeen 26 
TT NY Capris mee tc. 0 pee, © ack 72 
S,, LIUCWOLhy INOlf1S .5..\. .2- 7 FUNtaeadD fe nares 90 
Oo, William Sandereiti.02! ale) eee ees 31 
10, Worthen Perkins........... .... ck ioscan 40 
Di; JonathaniGram Paes. 2. Gk ok ee eee 23 
12, Samuel D. Davis.............. ak A a 23 
13, James H. Thompson.................. sae 39 
f4; Cushing. bung’... 7imeueaea. «vest aeene 35 
15, Joins. Griman -24314) 2328 eh. eed eee 86 
16 and 17, John P. Watson...... Bho gible dine 166 
18, Joseph G. Morrill ............ 1 Pe ely: 84 
19, Charles D. Berry...... gg te ee RE Fg 27 
20.5. Ki Stockman: we lass. ueees) sedans to 
21; E.. Ack WODIDL Paget on eneeerd) alse ns 27 
D2. J OL) OC jones cwinhs «st See iy ae a © 65 
23, Francis. Peaslee...i ses: .<dibewsse/ne sess oe 93 
94. JosialeAs Garton... sniasave-<- be Kocrars ac 69 
DOG OAMUCL 9) OU LAT K ic eet caine «> ce canney ct 93 
262 Wy Wi Brench csi. seeeaees: «sb ac eee 55 
27, John As Walker, «Aden ageer... dine. eben. 18 
29, Sewall IN iqugee) oer ties sss sorne saereeeens 125 
SOSPA cuit. GILOOT fer cane yrcderecee ce cste lagna 12 
$1,603 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid Auditors, year 1876...... Sa ne a Tales 5 Va og $18 
Mrs. A. G. Eaton, administratrix, A. G. Haton’s 

services as policeman, 1876..............sscececeeees 15 

A. B. Clifford, police services, ABS Gir. <5 siube de ames 12 


John D. Sherburne, et. OS ee Hoh aus 5 
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a ¢# 
Paid Thomas Sargent, police services, noe RS oe Bak $26 50 
woseph Ak Jacobs; wy. . ea aes... 00.. Zee 38 00 
John C. Kaime, ss S6E Pete cos 0c came 30 00 
Orrin S. Nutter, special bolceman, 1807 BPP etd. 7 00 
Gee ATeAN UGGer, th USSR eee SS oe 7 00 
John D. Sherburne, police services, ‘ ............ 22 00 
John M. Tucker, overseer of poor........ .........04. 40 25 
Charles E. Tucker, town clerk..... .........-...s0e08: 60 00 
George R. Drake, superintendent of schools.. ...... 100 00 
Dr. E. L. Carr, record of births and deaths......... 5 75 
John A. Walker, balance services as selectman for 
VGRILG ID pony. aes cclas vemos tet etiaic esp ETTORE an» ot Seth 14 00 

John P. Watson, balance services as selectman for 
VOCAL UM Garg. -: cease <sa0<umeenah 5: sa sG emit picid + % fens 10 00 

John EK. Shaw, balance services as selectman for 
VOULEI SED Lit crete «5 > mittens dekh, AM re o's «gs 14 00 
John K. Shaw, services as town treasurer Pee. eke 100 00 

4 Ff ‘¢ changing town’s indebted- 
ness from notes to bonds...... ay cate Meee Cyt e 40 00 
John E. Shaw, services as selectman..... ........ 128 25 
John P. Watson, “ Oa es ha ce 108 00 
John A. Walker, a a as A ~ ) Se 108 70 
David L. Green, collector for year 1877 ............ 250 00 
Francis Peaslee, ‘ls S51 8 LG ay ones 100 00 
$1,259 95 


Report of the Overseer of the Poor of the Town of Pittsfield, 
jor the fiscal year ending March 1, 1878. 
In compliance with the law, I herewith submit the following 


report. I have lodged during the year seventy tramps, and have 
assisted forty-nine county paupers and six town paupers. 


RECEIPTS. 
aananimy bands eMiareh bo 1377 occas... uisiaces scenes aster $67 75 
Received of Samuel Brooks, to restore him to the right 
OP BIA Gr tees oe. os Rtas saree tees ao deimtonce .coesnnt aes 5 00 
Received of Joseph Stiles, to restore him to the rigitt of 
CON de i el nae ABBE Spb AR RE sae ee 13 00 
Received of John HE. Shaw, town treasurer.............., 1,494 37 


At) Wet POCO DUS rans cate aexsmanernens one $1,580 12 


10 
EXPENDITURES. 


PAID FOR RELIEF OF COUNTY PAUPERS: 


salty Chase "20 | 0.) coeds aka igen «5 cee ea anes $65 00 
C. Wieand GoW Munséy-eceoc... 0 eames tm oa 19 00 
Woodbury Pettengill \. acc..) oo5...0e see een epee «wa 28 40 
Mrs. John Brock and fomnly Pie i OMaEE ca py a 154 43 
J. My Jones i). | Se OM ete... SMO Oe asc 121 30 
Chas. E. Moody Re PER) Cepia. es ae 68 59 
O. F. Hill CE vee | AMM: Gach « on eae es 154 29 
Henry S,) Pickering... Sovesvse.. ae REE: Spare eee 57 50 
Davidi Hs! Cons 2.3: .. Siaiad: ... Pea 2 ene tg atte 61 15 
C. WeyReynolds and fariilgers. 5. aries «> vse eee 33 50 
B. R. Munsey oes) Udit» 8 24 o's UE sop aie ee 22 25 
Hee Tue Cra mimeo is 5. Naoko PER Od. . Bayi s cal 96 17 
Mary ‘Mathews':......Gin. pmomt ers cnt.'. «2 meee a ials veal 65 31 
J. COUT et os. ence aes cirlae cy em ORR 5 04 
C. We Brown’ =. .:. vo ets UR 3-0'< 0) splay te Cee aac Sao 79 60 
0. Ee Drake-and' familye.s. 0. saa aoe ee. ake ae 26 63 
Mrs. A..F. Lake and family..t...:45......... Jaeh. a. cmne 60 00 
. $1,150 66 

EXPENDITURES FOR TOWN PAUPERS. 
Paid for relief of Charles Brooks... ... . 2... .......400+. $5 75 
Mrs. 0. W. Munsey............-.-...a: 50 77 
Lucina Brock...... SAND. cage ko AS 83 25 
Elenny) hare Ck). 625 Meet. iss oa seepiee 178 52 
Mrs. J; My, Loeke-reasanaie: tial aspuenee 46 00 
Samuel Brooks ...... ..... . ede eyaniteay 14 00 
Tramps and transient persons........ 23 55 

MISCELLANEOUS BILLS, 

Paid Wm. Gould for ‘tombages. 2.0... ...560 cscs cee ees cones $2 00 
tT. - By. Tuekers horse Dire: 200. ..iisges sss aes beatae 1 50 
B.M. Tilton, SE PTT), SEMEL ct he the i Aleta aia 3 50 
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‘ 

Paid J, M. Tucker, horse hire, postage, stationery and 

Certificates from town Clerk 2....-.025 1s... 2.00208. $5 71 
AIO MONIC LBULP rar. ssc. os <n «cose WaMe an Pattie o's << a br Pant $414 55 
Total expenditure for county paupers ........ aids sa tenate 1,150 66 
Total expenditure for paupers.................. eeeee eee es $1,565 21 
arto, CLE LCCOIDLS . ©. (ii ates ts. see sews aetna ees es $1,580 12 

Balance in my hands March 1, 1878 ............ $14 91 


, JOHN M. TUCKER, 
Overseer of Poor. 


SUMMARY. 


al 
—MLOLO) CH Wid PS SARIN cee oS Cee es Care fh | PPE ee $87,976 53 
EXPENDITURES. ‘ 

Paid notes, interest and endorsements ................ $64,110 78 
Interest on town of Pittsfield bonds.............. 1,987 50 
Spnee LTGAsULer, StALCbAX Wess: hs<ue- bans dabecenescs 2,088 00 
County Treasurer, county tax ..........05 ..6..- 1,982 56 
TPG MALISELEOU, hos peers ae ok ree. ce he eee 2,215 67 
For support of schools...... ae Phe ota 2 sean 2,146 72 
Abatements in favor of F. W. Blake, 1873... 12 60 

“ s Francis Peaslee, 1875 99 46 
iS e $$ os 1876 134 29 
ee és DoG.:Green;,1877..... 400 63 
Repririn gPigh way -< pare hese. «cen, oman Meas odes a> 2,261 89 
BLOAkING TOSS |. sone aster ahs ++ csGPaeaR ec gte at 1,603 21 
John M. Tucker, overseer of poor, support of ; 
PAGIIOER FA0IE 0c cies cee CEM gen Aadpe Vick saedascshe seeds 1,491 37 
Mee CNTICOL RR Wick .ocvasiry tate .mee Say: es 1,259 95 
PAMGOC Dy GOS. .<- econ eeae ss seth. Mince ee 64 50 
CHIYTEDT CRNOMBOS cc..cseh sy tas ane: -< cbeireda0dhesd ss 937 57 
Cashin hands:of treasureris..<. cb. SE eae 5,179 83 





bale AINOUNG w/a oa <a cree ok os eae $87,976 53 
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& 
ASSETS. 
Balance in hands of Treasurer............ sss <oetrel sens $5179 83 
Due from Frank E. Cram, collector, 1871............ $63 63 
Francis Peaslee LDU eipises (tedace 602 05 
s es ss 1876... ise; 2,582) 83 
Davie L. Green a bh be fe fe Se oath 763 41 
John M. Tucker, overseer of poor .......... 14 91 
C..R..R... Corporation.s:. 6. i i.ic-5 Gas denenen © 12 00 
$9,218 68 
DEBT. 
Notes outstanding and interest .... ...........+-...02+.--$25,565 80 
Town of Pittsfield bonds and interest...... Kpeaeeise cdo se 50,416 66 
Total indebtedness........... gis pag <j a FOS apy $75,982 46 
Less assets...... Beg f Lula sob Spataas Scere REI « cpble 9,218 68 
Indetedness of town March, 1, 1878............ $66,763 78 
“ se oer LOTT Me, ay 68,267 46 
Reduction .of. depp. <6.5. 1.1 aan sac - $1,503 68 


The undersigned, having examined the books of the town treas- 
urer for the year ending March, 1, 1878, certify that they find 
them correctly kept and all expenditures supported by proper 


vouchers, 


DAVID W. C. SCATES, 


N. W. DRAKE, 


FRANK E. RANDALL, 


Auditors. 


i EAB Os er 


OF THE 


SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


OF THE 


Town of Pittsfield, for the Year ending March 1, 1878. 


In making this Report, we have deviated from the provisions of the 
statutes and the opinions of many leading educators, believing that 
brief reports of progress, discipline, and methods of instruction in the 
several schools. will best subserve the interests of education, particu- 
larly in those districts where the unprofitable practice of frequent 
changes of teachers is pursued and they are made an element in the 
future selections of teachers. 

If the citizens took the interest in the schools that their importance 
demands and were familiar with their working and proficiency, then 
the requirements of the statutes would cover the ground of a Report. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Progress and discipline good, and methods of instruction satisfactory. 
Commendable progress was made in reading. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 
The school was very quiet, attentive to study and progress good. 
DISTRICT NO. 3. 


During the first part of the school year there seemed to be evidence 
that at some time there had been lax discipline in this school, and al- 
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though there were noticeable exceptions, the majority of its members 
appeared as though they were not backed by encouraging parents. 
‘There was good discipline; and excellent progress was made, particu- 
larly in reading, in the last part of the year. 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Superior methods of explanations and instruction resulted in a good 
degree of advancement. 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


HIGH GRAMMAR OR ACADEMY-SCHOOL. 
No reports or registers have been received-from the teacher. 
GRAMMAR DEPARTMENT. 


Before the commencement of the first term, the prudential committee ~ 
decided to make promotions of classes from the primary school to this, 
and from this, to the higher one. The teacher was laboring under 
disadvantages at the time of our first visit and was dissatisfied with 
the progress the school was making. In consequence, a rather rigid 
examination was made; and a new arrangement of classes effected. 
Since that time « highly commendable progress has been made under 
the excellent methods of instruction; and the order of the school has 
continued good. 

PRIMARY DEPARTMENT. 

This interesting school has always been found very quiet and orderly, 
yet full of life and enthusiasm. Reading and spelling are the principal 
studies pursued and with very flattering results. 


' DISTRICT NO. 6. 


Order and progress excellent. 


DISTRICT NOW 7; 


The normal school methods of instruction and discipline so faithfully 
introduced and so zealously adhered to during the first and second 
terms, gave the most excellent results. The advance of the classes 
during the third term was seriously interfered with by sickness, but the 
order was good. 3 
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DISTRICT NO. 8. 


The scholars are young in years and not old in understanding, but 
the discipline, progress and attention to study were commendable, 


DISTRICT NO. 9. 


The discipline, the methods of teaching and the earnestness and 
proficiency of the school were praiseworthy. 


DISTRICT NO. 10. 


The regulations, studiousness and progress were creditable to the 
school. 
A RETROSPECT. 


A review of the work performed in the school during the past year 
entitles us to the belief that although the amount of money appropri- 
ated to their support was less than that of former years and not sufii- 
cient to make them what they should be, they have not deteriorated in 
comparative standing with those in surrounding towns. 

Subsequently we will allude to some of their defects, but will now 
call attention to some of the changes effected. 

Written spelling has been practiced by all of the advanced pupils; 
and its adoption and our experience in the school-room have strength- 
ened belief in the opinion that it is the best method of teaching spelling 
to scholars possessing legible penmanship, accomplishing the two- 
_ fold result of practice in penmanship and instruction in spelling as it 
is used in business. 

Report cards have been used, with few exceptions, in the schools, 
with beneficial results. The adoption of them has stimulated the 
efforts of the scholars and monthly acquainted their parents with their 
punctuality and regularity of attendance, deportment and rank in each 
study. Tardiness and irregularity of attendance have been so contin- 
ually referred to in the last annual Reports, that we simply recall the 
attention of parents to the enormity of these evils to the school, and 
express the hope that the successive use of the report cards will, to a 
good degree, remedy them. 

It has been our desire that the most advanced scholars should be 
subjected to written examinations in each study once a month at least, 
if not once a week, but it is regretted that our suggestions have not 
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been adopted to that extent from which the greatest profit might have 
been derived. 

Whispering, although not tolerated to its former extent, is much too 
prevalent in many schools. 

‘The text-books in use are not of so high an order, nor so well adapted 
to the wants of the schools as we desire, but frequent changes of school 
books are heavy burdens to some parents and not always beneficial to 
the schools. Therefore in these straitened times, we have not deemed 
it advisable to make sweeping changes. 


DEFECTS OF OUR SCHOOLS. 


Many of the defects in the schools can be remedied if not obliterated, 
by an increase of interest in educational matters on the part of our 
citizens. When they realize the importance and value of an education 
to their children and act on the assurance that the greatest benefit can 
be had only when school officers, teachers, citizens and scholars are in 
unison working for the greatest success, then our schools will rapidly 
improve. 

A failure of parents to co-operate with teachers is a barrier to good 
discipline; and their readiness to accept the colored statements fre- 
quently made by children concerning the teacher’s inefficiency or par- 
tiality, creates discord iu the school. 

The practice of teachers assisting the scholars at recitations by 
prompting and nods, and then giving them credit for perfect recitations, 
does great injustice to the best scholars, thereby discouraging the am- 
bitious student and encouraging the indolent onein hisidleness. Your 
committee is of the opinion from examinations of the school registers 
and report cards, that most teachers, and particularly those having the 
least experience,give rank higher than recitations deserve. It was his de- 
sign in adopting the present system of ranking, that only those scholars 
who could give comprehensive answers to questions and understood 
the signification of the terms used, should be credited with perfection 
in rank, but it is feared that too much reliance has been put on mere 
memorization of words, without any conception of their meaning. 

Much time is wasted by teachers in assembling the school, calling 
and dismissing classes. System in the school room economizes time 
and promotes harmony. 


TEACHERS. 


Many entertain the opinion that knowledge of books is the only qual- 
ification necessary for a successful teacher, but greater delusions are 
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seldom fostered. Although one of the essentials, a quick perception 
of scholars’ natures and the capability of exciting their interest are 
necessary gifts for a successful educator. 

He who believes the functions of a teacher to be six hours work 
in the school room, ** doing sums,” reading questions and * hearing 
scholars ‘say’ answers” will be quite as successful in some other occu- 
pation. 

The teacher is the motive power and the guiding spirit of the school ; 
and unless he is active the best results will not be attained. No school. 
however well disposed the members of it may be, will regulate itself. 

‘Those desirous of success in teaching should avail themselves of the 
benefits of a normal school education whenever practicable, for it will 
- enable them to command an increase of salary and more speedily ac- 
quire a good reputation, but it is within the reach of all to examine 
those schools in their own and surrounding towns and cities, which 
are taught by the most zealous and experienced teachers. A close 
inspection of the modes of discipline and methods of instruction there 
pursued cannot fail to give new ideas. We know of no other means 
whereby with so small expenditure of time and money, the average 
teacher can acquire improved methods of instruction. 


: IMPROVEMENTS. 


That our schools are susceptible of great improvement is a fact so 
patent to the minds of all close observing people who are familiar with 
their working, that it here requires no argument. It is not possible to 
instantaneously elevate them to the standard of the city schools, but 
patient and persevering efforts. a judicious selection of teachers, an 
increase of interest in school affairs and a co-operation with the efforts 
of the teachers will prove to be some of the stepping stones. 

Frequent examinations by the parents stimulate the scholars and 
encourage the teacher; and it is with considerable feeling of pride that 
we have been able to compile so large a number of visits from the 
school registers. It is necessary here to state that these numbers in- 
clude only residents of the respective districts, and, with few exceptions, 
are a fair criterion from which to estimate the general prosperity of 
the schools. 

We believe it of no advantage and frequently an injury to attend 
school at the early age the average child does. We are also of the 
firm belief that he should not attempt the study of anything aside from 
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reading, spelling and perhaps elementary penmanship, until he can in- 
telligently and fluently read common selections. 

The recital of arithmetical tables and columns from geographical 
pages by the child of six or seven years, should receive the reproof 
of supervisors and the quiet reprehension of parents. 

Undue importance should not be given merely to obtaining knowledge 
but discipline of the mind should receive equal attention. 

The labors of the teacher can be greatly alleviated and the under- 
standing of the learner more readily reached by object teaching aids. 
Yet, with a single exception, our school-rooms are, in this respect, 
scantily furnished. and few of them have a proper supply of black- 
boards, charts, globes and wall-maps. A small sum annually expended 
for illustrative apparatus will be a judicious use of the money. 

In the minds of most scholars there is a dread of writing composi- 
tions. Weare no advocate of composition writing when sublime or 
unfamiliar subjects are chosen. But common-place topics, business 
and friendly letters when selected for advanced class writings, remove 
the main objections and are the means of creating and developing a 
desire for the possession of a free and easy style of readily expressing 
one’s thoughts in written words—an attainment of service to all and 
of moment to many. ; 

GEO. R. DRAKE, 


School Committee. 
PITTSFIELD, N. H., March 1, 1878. 
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. |LenoraJ. Watson..... 


TEACHER. 





Russell Hodgdon ....... 
Heres. Goodwittsis.s.* 
D. W.C.,Seates. c.8...2% 
Frank E. Kandall....... 
Frank E. Randall 
Frank E. Randall ...... 
Eivare. Dow sae. ss 8 
Milla WO Wiesrerde cw. 
Pade. 0 Wieectics. « «6: 
Myra Dbailoss is... v.33 
Myra U.cHOSS..... +... 
Myris ShOSSs”.. teeter 
DK es Pester..jsa0snece > 
D. K. Foster . Paces 
M. Annie Sleeper...... 
M. Annie Sleeper....... 
Sarah E. Clarke........ 
Sarah E.*Clarke........ 
A’. Pb plonebleys. os . oi ace 
Nellie J. Towle......... 
Nellie J. Towle......... 
Mrs. John D. Stevens... 
Cora A. Emerson....... 
Cora A. Emerson....... 
S. Elsie Cofran......... 
Estelle R. Heath. . 
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*Not reported by teacher. 
t19 scholars attending spelling. 
The number of boys returned by the selectmen was 363—girls 167. 
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Reading and spelling. 


10 
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Scoouoe8 | Other studies. 


10 


tIncluding 170 visitors at exhibition. 


Fractions omitted. 





0. visits by citizens 
of district. 


| N 


Ors Or OD RR ee 


TILTON & FLEMING, 


PRACTICAL 


HARNESS MAKERS, 


Union Block, Pittsfield, N.H. 


(ESTABLISHED IN 1865.) 


Don’t fail to examine our Goods before buying anything in 
the line of 


* 


Harnesses, Collars, Blankets, Halters, Whips, 


Surcingles, and, in fact, all Horse Furnishing Goods. 
il OSG Oca): 
A. PRACTICAL 
Frescoer, Grainer, Decorator & Ornamental Painter. 
Also Paper Hanging done in a superior manner. 
PITTSFIELD, N. H. 





H. W. OSGOOD, PHOTOGRAPHER. 


Old Pictures Copied and_ finished in Water Color India Ink, or Oil. 


Guaranteed. 
ier dot eed Es. 


Dealerin - 


ee Stoves, 





Wood and Coal. 
Hill’s Block, Pittsfield. 


| JOHN M. TUCKER, 


Dealer in 


OOTS, SHOES AND RUBBERS, 


Cigars, ‘Yobacco and Contectionery. 


Union Block, Pittsfield. 


A NEW WRINKLE. 


' The Russians and Turks may wage war, politi- 
cians may fight over the Presidency, “and Congress 
fnay issue Gold, Silver or Greenback money, but 
10ne of these things can be settled till all the peo- 
ple of W’ittsfield buy 


FLOUR, GROCERIES, GRAIN, 
DRY GOODS, HARDWARE, 
“LIME, PLASTER, CEMENT, 
‘and a legion of other articles of 
BO. WwW. F'Oss, 
The Commander-in-Chief of the 
Biggest Stock, Biggest Trade, and 
the LOWEST Prices in Pittsfield. 


ATTENTION, FARMERS |! 


PLOW CASTINGS CHEAP. 


THE HUSSEY PLOW CASTINGS 


Mfme. One of them will wear as long as two 
}ast m Concord. 


/ CHARLES M. BAILEY, 


oe __PITTSFIELD. 
Cc. M. GREEWN’S 


























MEAT MARKET. 
v here may always be ite § the best assortment 
in town 


Hiil’s Block, Pittsfield, N. H. 
M. SWAIN CLOUGH’S 
HAT. MARKET. 


FreshandSalt Pork, Ham,Sausages, &c. | 














Tuttle’s Block, Pittsfield. | 








Satisfaction 


THE KITCHEN 


AND HAND 
MINHRAL SOAP ! 
For, Cleaning Paint, Crockery-ware, 


Karthen ware, Metals, Knives & Forks. 
For removing paint, varnish, grease, blacking, 
and all impurities from the hands, it has no equal 
in the market. 

NOTICE.—Be sure and get the 


Kitchen and Hand Mineral Soap, 


~ and take no other, and_you will always use it. 


Chas. F. Bates, Prop’r, 86 Harrison Ay , Boston. 
For sale by GEO, N. FOSS, Pittsfield. 


das Lae DEN EIS; 
DEALER IN 
Flour, Teas, Molasses, Spices, Tobacco, Cigars, 
Crockery, Glass-Ware, Paper Hangings, 
Dry Goods, Boots, Shoes Rubbers. 
§c., 


CONFECTIONERY, FRUIT, §C.,, 





PITTSFIELD. 
J seo rs OOK’ S 





Restaurant and Oyster Saloon. 
MEALS SERVED EVERY FIFTEEN MINUTES. 


Stickney’s North Block, Concord, N. H. 


EVANS & PAGE, 
CONTRACTORS, 
BUILDERS, 


AND DEALERS IN LUMBER. 





Custom Sawing, Planing and Matching. Packing 
Cases, of all kinds, Made to Order. 


eee SS a, tN Cae. 


Wim. C. Evans. 


D. M. LOVEJOY 


Manufactures first class 


BOOTS and SHOES 
from the best of stock. 


Sa>-Repairing done NEAL Yn my 
WATER ST; PITTSFIELD. 


Alburn L. Page.. 
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HARDWARE AWKICCLIURAL TOOL 


HUMPHREY, DODGE & 60., 
CONCORD, N. —Lt., | 


FOR THESE REASONS: You can find anything you want in our line, can buy it in quantities ty 
su‘t your needs, and at the very lowest prices. We mention only a few specialties ; 


Full line of Agrieultwral Tools, Walter A. Wood’s Mowers, 
Gray's Improved Horse Power, W heel Horse Rakes, 


Bone Meal for Cattle, Latest Reversible & Land Side << 
Carpenters’ Tools, Window Glass, 
House Building Hardware, Carriage Azles, Springs, &e., 


Saws, Belting and Files. 


Agents for 


AKRON SEWHR PIPE AND. DRAIN Tih) 


ORDERS PROMPTLY FILLED. 


Farmers Buy the Best. 
| BRADLEY’S 
SUPER- PHOSP HAH 


THE STANDARD FERTILIZER. 


1 B68. 1 “Time Tests the Merits 18°17 = 
900 Tons. of all Things.” 30,000 Tons. 


MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


he Bradley Fertilizer Co..,. 


24 BROAD STREET, BOSTON, M’ 
For sale b¥ Humpurey, Dover & Co., Concord, and P, H. Apams, Pittsfic. 


